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Foundations In Functional Holiness 

By Rev. Dr. J. Patrick Bowman, DBS 

Lesson 15- Denominational Definitions and Doctrines on Holiness 

 

This lesson is a listing of definitions and doctrines on Holiness from a sampling of both 

Holiness and Pentecostal churches, large and small, from their websites. 

1. Apostolic Faith Church, headquarters in Portland, Oregon. 

Sanctification or Holiness, the act of God’s grace whereby we are made holy, is the second 

definite work and is subsequent to salvation. (John 17:15-21; Hebrews 13:12) 

The word sanctify means “to make holy, purify, consecrate, dedicate, cleanse, and separate.” In 

order to be sanctified, the born-again Christian must consecrate, dedicate, and separate himself 

to God and His will. Then God will do His part by purifying the heart and making it holy. 

After being sanctified, the Christian has a heart that is perfect toward God, though he is still 

subject to the limitations due to his humanity and thus not immune to the possibility of errors in 

judgment or imperfections due to human frailty. Spiritual growth occurs as the sanctified person 

continues to apply God’s Word to his heart, and strives to walk daily in God’s will. 

Luke 1:74-75; John 17:15-17; 2 Corinthians 7:1; Ephesians 5:25-27; Hebrews 2:11; 12:14; 13:12; 

1 Peter 1:16; 1 John 1:7 

The Baptism of the Holy Ghost is the enduement of power from on high upon the clean, 

sanctified life, and is evidenced by speaking in tongues as the Spirit gives utterance. (Luke 

24:49; Acts 1:5-8; 2:1-4) 
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The baptism of the Holy Ghost is the experience of the Third Person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit, 

coming into a person’s life to give power for God’s service. In order to be filled with the Holy 

Ghost, a person must first be born again through the experience of salvation. A second step, 

sanctification, occurs when the saved person goes deeper in consecration and God purges the 

heart from the inward nature of sin. Then, the heart is ready for the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

When one receives the gift of the Holy Ghost, He comes to live in the sanctified heart. When this 

infilling occurs, it is accompanied by the same sign as the disciples had on the Day of 

Pentecost—the speaking with “other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance” (Acts 2:4). The 

“other tongues” are a previously unlearned, recognizable language. 

Matthew 3:11; Mark 16:17; Luke 24:49; John 7:38-39; Acts 1:5-8; 2:4; 10:45-46; 19:6 (Apostolic 

Faith Church) 

 

2. Bible Holiness Church, headquarters in Independence, Kansas. 

11. Consecration 

Consecration necessary for entire sanctification is the total submission of the redeemed soul to 

the whole will of God Rom 12:1 & 6:11 &13 & 22 . As such it takes place after the work of 

regeneration and must be complete before the soul is sanctified. While the act of consecration 

depends wholly upon the individual, the scope of consecration must be dictated by the Holy 

Spirit Acts 5:32 . In saying that consecration is the act of the creature, it must be understood 

that every step in grace is undertaken through the assistance of the Holy Spirit  1 Pet 1:22. This 

consecration becomes so deep that it includes perfect submission unto the crucifixion of the 

body of sin Rom 6:6 Gal 2:20 Gal 5:24 

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1%20Pet%201.22
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12. Entire Sanctification, or the Baptism with the Holy Ghost and Fire 

Entire sanctification is that second definite, instantaneous work of grace, subsequent to 

regeneration John 17:9-17 Eph 1:12 & 13; wrought in the heart of the justified person through 

faith by the baptism with the Holy Ghost and fire, whereby the heart of the believer is cleansed 

from all original sin, and filled with the Holy Ghost. Acts 15:8-9 Rom 15:16 Matt 3:11 Acts 1:4-

8  Heb 10:10 & 13:12-13 Eph 1:4 (Bible Holiness Church) 

 

3. Bible Methodist Connection of Churches, headquarters in Germantown, Ohio. 

Scriptural Holiness – We believe that God calls every believer to holiness that rises out of His 

character. We understand it to begin in the new birth, include a second work of grace that 

empowers, purifies and fills each person with the Holy Spirit, and continue in a lifelong pursuit. 

Holy Living – We believe that God calls all believers to a life of holiness, and that His Spirit 

enables us in this pursuit through union with Christ. (Bible Methodist Connection) 

 

4. Church of God (Holiness), headquarters in Missouri. 

Entire Sanctification 

The Holy Scriptures clearly affirm the necessity of entire sanctification. This work of divine grace 

was provided as part of the atonement in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It includes 

the deliverance from inbred sin (the inherited continuing affects of the original sin), the 

complete moral purification from this nature of depravity, the complete renewal of the human 

nature in holiness (an inner inclination toward godliness), empowerment for Christian service, a 

perfect love for God and a holy love toward mankind. This gracious act of moral purification is 
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accomplished instantaneously for the believer when he confesses the need, consecrates his all, 

and with faith in God requests the cleansing of his nature. This work of God’s grace takes place 

subsequent to, the believer’s regeneration, being preceded by a definite conviction of remaining 

inbred sin. (Luke 1:73-75; John 17:17; 1 Thess 4:3; 5:23-24; Heb 10:14-15) (Church of God 

(Holiness)) 

 

5. Church of the Nazarene, headquarters in Lenexa, Kansas. 

X. Christian Holiness and Entire Sanctification 

10. We believe that sanctification is the work of God which transforms believers into the likeness 

of Christ. It is wrought by God’s grace through the Holy Spirit in initial sanctification, or 

regeneration (simultaneous with justification), entire sanctification, and the continued 

perfecting work of the Holy Spirit culminating in glorification. In glorification, we are fully 

conformed to the image of the Son. 

We believe that entire sanctification is that act of God, subsequent to regeneration, by which 

believers are made free from original sin, or depravity, and brought into a state of entire 

devotement to God, and the holy obedience of love made perfect. 

It is wrought by the baptism with or infilling of the Holy Spirit, and comprehends in one 

experience the cleansing of the heart from sin and the abiding, indwelling presence of the Holy 

Spirit, empowering the believer for life and service. Entire sanctification is provided by the blood 

of Jesus, is wrought instantaneously by grace through faith, preceded by entire consecration; 

and to this work and state of grace the Holy Spirit bears witness. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%201.73-75
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2017.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%204.3
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Thess%205.23-24
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.14-15
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This experience is also known by various terms representing its different phases, such as 

“Christian perfection,” “perfect love,” “heart purity,” “the baptism with or infilling of the Holy 

Spirit,” “the fullness of the blessing,” and “Christian holiness.” 

10.1. We believe that there is a marked distinction between a pure heart and a mature 

character. The former is obtained in an instant, the result of entire sanctification; the latter is 

the result of growth in grace. 

We believe that the grace of entire sanctification includes the divine impulse to grow in grace as 

a Christlike disciple. However, this impulse must be consciously nurtured, and careful attention 

given to the requisites and processes of spiritual development and improvement in 

Christlikeness of character and personality. Without such purposeful endeavor, one’s witness 

may be impaired and the grace itself frustrated and ultimately lost. 

Participating in the means of grace, especially the fellowship, disciplines, and sacraments of the 

Church, believers grow in grace and in wholehearted love to God and neighbor. 

(Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:25-27; Malachi 3:2-3; Matthew 3:11-12; Luke 3:16-17; John 

7:37-39; 14:15-23; 17:6-20; Acts 1:5; 2:1-4; 15:8-9; Romans 6:11-13, 19; 8:1-4, 8-14; 12:1-2; 2 

Corinthians 6:14-7:1; Galatians 2:20; 5:16-25; Ephesians 3:14-21; 5:17-18, 25-27; Philippians 

3:10-15; Colossians 3:1-17; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; Hebrews 4:9-11; 10:10-17; 12:1-2; 13:12; 

1 John 1:7, 9) 

(“Christian perfection,” “perfect love”: Deuteronomy 30:6; Matthew 5:43-48; 22:37-40; 

Romans 12:9-21; 13:8-10; 1 Corinthians 13; Philippians 3:10-15; Hebrews 6:1; 1 John 4:17-18 

“Heart purity”: Matthew 5:8; Acts 15:8-9; 1 Peter 1:22; 1 John 3:3 
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“Baptism with the Holy Spirit”: Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 36:25-27; Malachi 3:2-3; Matthew 

3:11-12; Luke 3:16-17; Acts 1:5; 2:1-4; 15:8-9 

“Fullness of the blessing”: Romans 15:29 “Christian holiness”: Matthew 5:1-7:29; John 15:1-

11; Romans 12:1-15:3; 2 Corinthians 7:1; Ephesians 4:17-5:20; Philippians 1:9-11; 3:12-15; 

Colossians 2:20-3:17; 1 Thessalonians 3:13; 4:7-8; 5:23; 2 Timothy 2:19-22; Hebrews 10:19-25; 

12:14; 13:20-21; 1 Peter 1:15-16; 2 Peter 1:1-11; 3:18; Jude 20-21) 

III. The Holy Spirit 

3. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Triune Godhead, that He is ever present 

and efficiently active in and with the Church of Christ, convincing the world of sin, regenerating 

those who repent and believe, sanctifying believers, and guiding into all truth as it is in Jesus. 

(John 7:39; 14:15-18, 26; 16:7-15; Acts 2:33; 15:8-9; Romans 8:1-27; Galatians 3:1-14; 4:6; 

Ephesians 3:14-21; 1 Thessalonians 4:7-8; 2 Thessalonians 2:13; 1 Peter 1:2; 1 John 3:24; 4:13) 

We believe that believers are to be sanctified wholly, subsequent to regeneration, through faith 

in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

We believe that the Holy Spirit bears witness to the new birth, and also to the entire 

sanctification of believers. 

http://www.nazarene.org/beliefs (Church of the Nazarene) 

 

6. Congregational Methodist Church, headquarters in Florence, Mississippi. 

Sanctification is a process beginning with initial sanctification, occurring at the new birth. It is at 

this time that the believer receives the Spirit and is changed.  However, it is not long until a new 

Christian realizes that an inner battle between flesh and Spirit, or carnality and grace is 
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happening in his soul. While the believer has been forgiven of his sins, inbred sin (carnality) still 

has a hold on the soul. God initiates a second stage in the sanctification process, bringing the 

fully committed Christian to a complete consecration. This is the crucifixion of the self-centered 

mind of the carnal Christian. As Wesley said, “The more alive to God a Christian is, the more 

dead to sin he comes.” Thus, when a believer is fully consecrated, and trusts God for His promise 

of cleansing, the Holy Spirit fills the heart, cleanses from carnality and sin, and empowers for 

service. (Congregational Methodist Church) 

 

7. Evangelical Church of North America, headquarters in Clackamas, Oregon. 

ARTICLE 8 - SANCTIFICATION 

The Holy Scriptures declare that sanctification begins in the new birth and is the work of God’s 

grace through the Word and the Holy Spirit, by which those who have been born again and 

delivered from the willful practice of sin are enabled to live in accordance with God’s will, and to 

seek earnestly for holiness without which no one will see God. 

Entire Sanctification is that second definite, instantaneous work of God, wrought in the heart of 

the believer, subsequent to regeneration, by which God cleanses the heart from all inherited sin 

and fills the soul and spirit with the person of the Holy Spirit, thus enabling us to love God with 

all of our heart, soul, mind and strength and to love our neighbor as ourselves. This gracious 

work is conditioned upon total consecration of the whole self to God, total death to all inherited 

sin and faith in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on Calvary. 

There is a clear distinction that must be made between consecration and entire sanctification. 

Consecration is that more or less gradual process of devoting oneself wholly to God, 
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consummating in the crucifixion of the old self or death to the Adamic nature, by the help of the 

Holy Spirit which comes to a completion at a point in time. Total consecration of necessity 

precedes and prepares the way for that definite act of faith which brings God’s instantaneous 

sanctifying work to the soul. 

This gracious work does not deliver us from the infirmities, ignorance and mistakes common to 

man , nor from the possibility of further sin. A person is freed so that he may experience a 

continued growth in divine knowledge, spiritual strength and good works to the glory of God. 

The Christian must continue to guard against the temptation to spiritual pride and seek to gain 

victory over this and every temptation to sin. There also follows a life of Christian perfection 

which consists in a purity such as that of Jesus, resulting in the same mind which was also in 

Him, and enabling us to walk even as He walked. 

Acts 15:9; Rom. 8:1-4; 6:6; 1 Thess. 5:23,24 Heb. 12:14 Col. 1:9-14 Matt. 22:37; Gal. 5:22,23; 1 

Pet. 1:22; 1 Jn.1:9 Rom. 6:1,2,11-14; 12:1,2 1 Jn. 3:3 Heb. 12:10-15; Phil.2:1-5 Phil. 2:2 

ARTICLE 3 - THE HOLY SPIRIT 

The Holy Scriptures declare that the Holy Spirit proceeds from and is one Being with the Father 

and the Son. He convicts the world of sin, of righteousness and of judgment. He leads men, 

through faithful response to the Gospel, into the fellowship of the Church. He comforts, sustains, 

empowers and sanctifies the faithful, and guides them into all truth. 

John 15:26,27; John 14:16,17 Acts 5:3,4 John 16:8-11 4. John 16:7,12,13; John 14:26 (The 

Evangelical Church of North America) 

 

8. God’s Missionary Church, headquarters in Penns Creek, Pennsylvania. 
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Consecration and Entire Sanctification 

Consecration necessary for entire sanctification is the total abandonment of the redeemed soul 

to the whole will of God (Romans 6:11,13,22; 12:1). As such it takes place after the work of 

regeneration, and must be completed before the soul is sanctified.  This consecration becomes 

so deep that it includes perfect submission to the crucifixion of the body of sin (Romans 

6:6; Galatians 2:20). 

Entire sanctification is that second, definite, instantaneous work of grace, subsequent to 

regeneration, wrought in the heart of the justified person through faith, by the baptism of the 

Holy Ghost and fire, whereby the heart of the believer is cleansed from the original sin, and 

purified by the filling of the Holy Ghost (Romans 15:16). 

Growth in Grace and Sin After Salvation 

In order to maintain right relationship with God, it is necessary that we grow in grace (Ephesians 

4:15,16; 2 Peter 3:18) both before and after entire sanctification. 

Not every sin willingly committed after justification is the sin against the Holy Ghost or 

unpardonable. Wherefore, repentance is not denied to such as fall into sin after justification. 

After we have received the Holy Ghost, we may depart from grace given and fall into sin, and by 

the grace of God rise again to amend our lives.  And therefore, they are to be condemned who 

say they can no more sin as long as they live here, or deny the place of forgiveness to such as 

truly repent (Psalm 34:5; James 5:19,20b; 1 John 2:1; Revelation 2:5). (God's Missionary Church) 

9. International Pentecostal Holiness Church, headquarters in Bethany, Oklahoma. 

10. We believe in sanctification. While sanctification is initiated in regeneration and 

consummated in glorification, we believe it includes a definite, instantaneous work of grace 

https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rom%206.11
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Romans%206.13
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Romans%206.22
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Romans%2012.1
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rom%206.6
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rom%206.6
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Gal%202.20
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/Rom%2015.16
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achieved by faith subsequent to regeneration (Acts 26:18; 1 John 1:9). Sanctification delivers 

from the power and dominion of sin. It is followed by lifelong growth in grace and knowledge of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 4:16; 2 Peter 3:18). 

11. We believe that the Pentecostal baptism of the Holy Ghost and fire is obtainable by a 

definite act of appropriating faith on the part of the fully cleansed believer, and the initial 

evidence of the reception of this experience is speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives 

utterance (Luke 11:13; Acts 1:5; 2:1-4; 8:17; 10:44-46; 19:6). 

10. Sanctification 

Sanctification in the sense of the above cleansing, and in the sense of a complete dedication to 

God, including a full and unreserved “setting apart” or “consecration” of the life to God, is a 

definite, instantaneous work of grace, obtainable by faith on the part of the justified believer. 

(See Romans 5:1, 2: “… justified by faith … peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by 

whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand and rejoice….” Also see 

1 John 1:9: “… to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Note also Titus 

2:14: “… redeem from all iniquity and purify…” and Acts 26:18: “… forgiveness of sins and 

inheritance among them which are sanctified.” Also refer to the following Scriptures for those 

who “are sanctified”: Acts 20:32; 26:18; 1 Corinthians 1:2, 6-10; Hebrews 2:11; 10:14; Jude 1). 

This is purity and dedication; it is not maturity, but the crisis experience that marks the 

beginning of the sanctified life, in which there is certainly room for development, progress, and 

growth in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18). But 

remember we must get into this grace before we can grow in it. 
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It is not absolute perfection, not angelic perfection; not “sinless perfection,” if the term is used 

to imply the impossibility of a sanctified person’s falling into sin. We do not believe it is 

impossible for the sanctified to commit sin; but we do believe it is possible for a sanctified 

person not to commit sin (Luke 1:73-75; Titus 2:11, 12; 1 John 1:7; 2:1, 6; 3:5-10; 5:18). We are 

aware of John’s statement in 1 John 1:8, but these words apply to those who deny the need for 

cleansing, not to those who have experienced it and are living the sanctified life. 

This is Christian perfection – in which we love the Lord with all our heart, soul, mind, and 

strength and our neighbors as ourselves (Mark 12:29-31); in which we love Christ and keep His 

commandments (John 14:15), among which is this, “My little children, these things write I unto 

you, that ye sin not” (1 John 2:1). 

The sanctified life is one of separation from the world, a selfless life, a life of devotion to all the 

will of God, a life of holiness in accordance with Romans 6:22; 12:1, 2; 2 Corinthians 7:1; 1 

Thessalonians 4:7; 5:23; Hebrews 12:14; James 1:27; and 1 Peter 1:15, 16. It is a life controlled 

by “perfect love” which “casteth out fear” (1 John 4:16-21). 

11. The Baptism With the Holy Ghost and Speaking With Other Tongues 

We believe the Pentecostal baptism with the Holy Ghost and fire is obtainable by a definite act 

of appropriating faith on the part of the fully cleansed believer (Luke 11:13; 24:49; Acts 1:5, 8; 

2:38, 39). 

We believe this great blessing, which provides the enduement of power to witness for Christ, is 

available to all believers whose hearts are cleansed from sin by the blood of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. Since the Bible teaches that our bodies are temples of the Holy Ghost (1 Corinthians 6:19, 

20) – and that the temple of God is holy, which temple ye (believers) are (1 Corinthians 3:16, 17) 
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– we do not believe God will fill an unclean temple or vessel with His Holy Spirit. In other words, 

we believe, because the Bible teaches and requires it, that to receive the baptism with the Holy 

Ghost, a person must have a clean heart and life as a prerequisite for this great blessing. 

Remember, the blood of cleansing must first be applied, then the oil, which is a type of the Holy 

Spirit (Leviticus 14:14, 17). 

Moreover, we believe that to live in the fullness of the Holy Spirit’s power and possession, one 

must continue to live a clean and consecrated life, free from sin, strife, worldliness, and pride, 

and must avoid attitudes and actions that tend to “grieve” or “quench” the Holy Spirit of God 

(Ephesians 4:29-32; 1 Thessalonians 5:19). 

We believe the “initial” (or first) evidence of the reception of the baptism of the Holy Spirit is the 

speaking with other tongues as the Spirit gives utterance (John 15:26, 27; Acts 2:1-4; 8:17, 18; 

10:44-46; 19:6; 1 Corinthians 12:7). We do not believe this is the only evidence of the Spirit’s 

baptism, but it is the initial evidence, just as it occurred in the repeated accounts of the Spirit’s 

outpouring in the Acts of the Apostles. But other evidences will be spelled out in our lives – the 

fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22, 23), power to witness for Christ, power to endure the testings 

of faith and the oppositions of the world. We believe the initial evidence of speaking with 

tongues is for everyone who receives the Pentecostal baptism with the Holy Spirit, and we 

distinguish between this initial manifestation and the gift of tongues, which is not given to every 

Spirit-filled believer. 

The International Pentecostal Holiness Church believes in the gifts of the Spirit as set forth by 

the apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 12, 13 and 14. We believe these gifts are “set in the Church” by 

the Holy Spirit; He retains custody and control of said gifts or “enablements,” distributing or 
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operating them “severally as He will.” And we desire that our people may so live under the 

control of the Holy Spirit that these gifts may be manifested or used through consecrated 

individuals in the worship services where, when, and as they are needed, but all to the glory of 

God and the edifying of the body of Christ, and in accordance with the directions and decorum 

set forth in the chapters referred to above. (International Pentecostal Holiness Church) 

 

10. Primitive Methodist Church, no headquarters given. 

SANCTIFICATION 

We believe that sanctification is the work of the Holy Spirit in the heart (1), setting apart or 

consecrating for a task (2), producing holiness in the life (3). 

1. I Thess. 3:13; I Thess. 5:23; I Peter 1:2; II Thess. 2:13. 

2. Acts 15:8-9; I Thess. 5:23-24. 

3. John 17:17,19; Eph. 5:26; Acts 15:8-9; II Cor. 7:1. 

THE DEITY AND PERSONALITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

We believe the Holy Spirit to be the third Person of the blessed Trinity. He is eternally God (1). 

His office work is to reprove the world of sin, of righteousness and of judgment (2). We believe 

the Holy Spirit to be a Person (3), Who regenerates (4), sanctifies (5), empowers (6), teaches (7), 

guides (8), and comforts (9). He is at work in the world as a witness to Christ (10), as the builder 

of the Church (11), and as the indweller of the brethren (12). 

1. Matt. 28:18-20; II Cor. 13:14; John 14:26; Acts 5:3-4; I Cor. 12:8-11; Matt. 10:20; Romans 8:9; 

I Cor. 2:13. 

2. John 16:7-11; John 15:26; Heb. 9:14. 
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3. Acts 13:2; John 16:13-14. 

4. John 3:5; Titus 3:5. 

5. I Thess. 5:23; Acts 13:2. 

6. Acts 1:8; Luke 24:49. 

7. John 14:26; John 15:26. 

8. John 16:13; I John 2:20,24 

9. John 14:16; John 14:26; John 15:26. 

10. John 16:13; Acts 1:8; Matt. 3:16-17; Luke 3:22. 

11. Acts 2; Matthew 16:13-18; Eph. 2:19-22. 

12. Galatians 2:20; I Cor. 6:19-20. (Primitive Methodist Church) 

 

11. Church of God (Anderson), headquarters in Anderson, Indiana. 

Holiness. The Person, the work, and the power of the Holy Spirit is fundamental to who we are 

as a people. We unabashedly own the truth that the Spirit can transform us, possess us, equip 

us, and empower us. It is the work of the Holy Spirit that sanctifies us, makes us holy, sets us 

apart for sacred service, and seals us for eternity’s sake. It is the Spirit that convicts us of sin and 

enables us to overcome sin. It is the Holy Spirit that can breathe supernatural gifts into us, for 

Jesus’ sake. He is the Comforter promised by Jesus and the witness of our redemption (Gal 5:22–

23). (Church of God (Anderson)) 

 

12. The Wesleyan Church, headquarters in Fishers, Indiana. 

15. Sanctification: Initial, Progressive, Entire 
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236. We believe that sanctification is that work of the Holy Spirit by which the child of God is 

separated from sin unto God and is enabled to love God with all the heart and to walk in all His 

holy commandments blameless. Sanctification is initiated at the moment of justification and 

regeneration. From that moment there is a gradual or progressive sanctification as the believer 

walks with God and daily grows in grace and in a more perfect obedience to God. This prepares 

for the crisis of entire sanctification which is wrought instantaneously when believers present 

themselves as living sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God, through faith in Jesus Christ, being 

effected by the baptism with the Holy Spirit who cleanses the heart from all inbred sin. The crisis 

of entire sanctification perfects the believer in love and empowers that person for effective 

service. It is followed by lifelong growth in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. The life of holiness continues through faith in the sanctifying blood of Christ and 

evidences itself by loving obedience to God’s revealed will. 

4. The Holy Spirit 

216. We believe in the Holy Spirit who proceeds from the Father and the Son, and is of the same 

essential nature, majesty, and glory, as the Father and the Son, truly and eternally God. He is 

the Administrator of grace to all, and is particularly the effective Agent in conviction for sin, in 

regeneration, in sanctification, and in glorification. He is ever present, assuring, preserving, 

guiding, and enabling the believer. (The Wesleyan Church) 

As seen by the examples given, there are similarities and differences in how churches 

birthed in the Holiness Movement look at the work of sanctification and the role of the Holy 

Spirit in a person’s life. Some were short and vague in their assessments, while others were 

lengthy and detailed. All represented a heartfelt sincerity in what they believe. Since most use 
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scripture to back up their positions, interpretation of scripture based on historical biases and 

tradition certainly comes into play.  

We will next look at how functional holiness is achieved in a believer’s life.  
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