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Foundations In Functional Holiness  

By Rev. Dr. J. Patrick Bowman, DBS 

Lesson 4- Why Is Holiness Important? 

 

Holiness ought to be essential to us, first of all, because it is the essence of God. It ought 

to be taken seriously by us because it is a weighty matter to God. Wherever God appears, 

holiness comes with Him because it cannot escape Him. God’s holiness “is not really an 

attribute that is coordinate with the other attributes, but is rather coextensive with them all. 

Holiness occupies the foremost rank among the attributes of God.” (Thiessen) 

Speaking of the scriptural use of repetition as a means of emphasis, theologian R. C. 

Sproul, from his teaching on the importance of holiness, says, 

Ladies and gentlemen, there is only one attribute of God that is ever raised to the third 

degree of repetition in Scripture. There is only one characteristic of Almighty God that is 

communicated in the superlative degree from the mouths of angels, where the Bible 

doesn’t simply say that God is holy, or even that He’s holy, holy, but that He is holy, 

holy, holy. 

The Bible doesn’t say that God is mercy, mercy, mercy or love, love, love or justice, 

justice, justice or wrath, wrath, wrath, but that He is holy, holy, holy. This is a dimension 

of God that consumes His very essence, and when it is manifest to Isaiah, we read that 

“at the sound of the voices of the seraphim the doorposts, the thresholds of the temple 

itself shook and began to tremble” (Isa. 6:4). Do you hear that? Inanimate, lifeless, 

unintelligible parts of creation in the presence of the manifestation of the holiness of 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa.%206.4
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God had the good sense to be moved. How can we, made in His image, be indifferent or 

apathetic to His majesty? (Sproul) 

When Moses encountered God at the burning bush, God met Moses first with His 

holiness.  

Now Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian; and 

he led the flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of 

God.  The angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the midst of a bush; 

and he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, yet the bush was not 

consumed. So Moses said, “I must turn aside now and see this marvelous sight, why the 

bush is not burned up.” When the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to 

him from the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 

Then He said, “Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the 

place on which you are standing is holy ground.” (Exodus 3:1-5 NASB) 

The ground was not holy because of Moses; it was holy because God was there, and God 

declared it so. 

When God had led the Israelites through the Red Sea, Moses and the men of Israel sang 

a song of worship and rejoicing before the Lord and acknowledged His holiness (Ex. 15:11,13). 

When the people reached Mt. Sinai, and God prepared them and Moses to hear from God, 

“there were thunder and lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon the mountain and a very loud 

trumpet sound, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled” (Ex. 19:16). When God 

gave His commandments, included was a command to “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it 

holy” (Ex. 20:8), as God had so done when He finished His work in creation (Gen. 2:1-3).  
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When God brought the Israelites into the Promised Land and was preparing Joshua to 

take Jericho,   

Now it came about when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, 

and behold, a man was standing opposite him with his sword drawn in his hand, and 

Joshua went to him and said to him, “Are you for us or for our adversaries?” He said, 

“No; rather I indeed come now as captain of the host of the LORD.” And Joshua fell on 

his face to the earth, and bowed down, and said to him, “What has my lord to say to his 

servant?” The captain of the LORD’S host said to Joshua, “Remove your sandals from 

your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. (Josh. 5:13-

15) 

We see time and time again in the Old Testament, the holiness of God or His 

requirement for holiness in His people on display. These are but a few examples. 

The New Testament carries over God’s holiness in light of the Holy Spirit’s indwelling in 

the saints of God. In 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1, we see imperatives for holiness as well as a call to 

perfect or mature holiness in our lives in the reverential fear of God. 

Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness 

and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?  Or what harmony has 

Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?  Or what 

agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; 

just as God said, “I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE 

THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. “Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR 

MIDST AND BE SEPARATE,” says the Lord. “AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; 
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And I will welcome you. “And I will be a father to you, And you shall be sons and 

daughters to Me,” Says the Lord Almighty. Therefore, having these promises, beloved, 

let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 

fear of God. 

We read in Ephesians 1:3-4, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,  just as He 

chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless 

before Him.” Paul also reminds the Colossians, 

And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 

yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death, in order to present you 

before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach--if indeed you continue in the faith 

firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that 

you have heard, which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which I, 

Paul, was made a minister. (Col. 1:21-23) 

Peter echoes this same thought when he writes in 1 Peter 1:13-16, 

Therefore, prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix your hope completely 

on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.   

As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your 

ignorance,  but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your 

behavior because it is written, “YOU SHALL BE HOLY, FOR I AM HOLY.” 

The writer to the Hebrews, in talking about accepting the discipline of the Lord says, 
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Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we 

not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? For they disciplined us for a 

short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, so that we may 

share His holiness. All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; 

yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of 

righteousness. (Heb. 12:9-11) 

We see in 2 Peter 1:1-11 the need of believers to both recognize the divine initiative of 

our holiness, and to live out that holiness in practical ways before God and man. Emphasis on 

grace and peace in knowing Christ and the power of Christ given for His sharing of all we need 

for life and godliness leads us to reflect His goodness in our relations with others, the fruit of 

righteousness. 

Simon Peter, a bond-servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have received a 

faith of the same kind as ours, by the righteousness of our God and Savior, Jesus Christ: 

Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord; 

seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and 

godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and 

excellence. For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so 

that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the 

corruption that is in the world by lust. Now for this very reason also, applying all 

diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, 

knowledge,  and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, 

and in your perseverance, godliness, and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in 
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your brotherly kindness, love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they 

render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his 

purification from his former sins. Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make 

certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you 

will never stumble; or in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 

Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you. (2 Peter 1:1-11). 

Why is holiness important? Because holiness is important to God and 

“…by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness 

and sanctification, and redemption, so that, just as it is written, “ LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST 

IN THE LORD” (1 Cor. 1:30-31). 
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