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Foundations In Functional Holiness 

By Rev. Dr. J. Patrick Bowman, DBS 

Lesson 8- Correction and Healing 

 

In the last lesson, we saw why, how, and when God judges a nation. However, we also 

saw God offer a way out for Judah and Jerusalem through repentance. Repentance has always 

stood as the door of restoration with God, both in the Old and New Testaments. Dr. Paul Adams 

helps us to see this more clearly in Jesus’ story of the returning prodigal son (Luke 15:20-24).   

Repentance always takes you back to where you sinned, so that you can admit that it 

was wrong and determine not to follow that path again. In Jesus’ story of the Prodigal 

Son the foolish young man had decided to repent, but knew he had to return to his 

father’s house to deliver his confession and seek his mercy. But his father was already 

waiting for his return. Seeing him in the distance the old man ran to greet him, driven by 

love. Wrapped in parental embrace, the prodigal admitted his sin against God and his 

father. 

He may have expected recrimination; but no! His father not only accepted the apology 

but gave him no time to beg for a servant’s job. Instead he was fully reinstated as a son. 

More than that, a great celebration was organised and the errant son was made ‘guest 

of honour’ with new clothes. The ring was the family signet ring, showing that the father 

now fully trusted the young man with his business. 

In the parable, the father represents Father God: His grace is so generous that even 

those who have wasted their inheritance are given as much again when they come back 
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in repentance. Jesus was teaching that true repentance leads to full restoration of 

relationship with God. What amazing grace! The devil does not like that message and so 

sows evil seeds of doubt. Satan says, “You are not good enough to be accepted ... you 

will have to do many good things to prove you are trustworthy ... you can never have 

the same place in God’s affections again ... how do you know your repentance is real ... 

how can you trust yourself again ... God will not welcome you through the front door!” 

However God says, “Welcome, celebrate; my son is home again”! 

So, don’t listen to Satan’s lies or believe that relationship with God depends on your 

goodness. It is two-way. When you repent Father God comes to meet you, welcome you 

and restore you. That is the wonder of the Gospel. (Adams) 

In the last lesson, we left Isaiah 1:20 with the phrase, “For the mouth of the LORD has 

spoken.” Remember, God had said in essence, “I will see you in court!” As we move forward with 

verses 21-23, we get a further reminder of how bad Judah and Jerusalem’s situation had become. 

How the faithful city has become a harlot, She who was full of justice! Righteousness 

once lodged in her, But now murderers. Your silver has become dross, Your drink diluted 

with water. Your rulers are rebels And companions of thieves; Everyone loves a bribe 

And chases after rewards. They do not defend the orphan, Nor does the widow’s plea 

come before them. (Isa. 1:21-23) 

Several years ago was an online article outlining a local grassroots effort to force a local 

district attorney to resign. The allegations against him ranged from trying cases with a personal 

vendetta, out to win cases at any cost, exhibited self-absorbed behavior, practiced official 

oppression of people by his office, had a blatant disregard for our legal system, was a great 
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disservice to the protection of children, left good people with bad reputations, wasted tax-payer 

dollars, gave favors to his friends, had a long history of wrongdoing, and a personal favorite: 

behaving like a shady, corrupt punk! Those allegations sound very much like the indictment we 

just read against Jerusalem. We next see both angst and resolve in the voice of the Lord. 

Therefore the Lord GOD of hosts, The Mighty One of Israel, declares, “Ah, I will be 

relieved of My adversaries And avenge Myself on My foes. I will also turn My hand 

against you, And will smelt away your dross as with lye And will remove all your alloy. 

Then I will restore your judges as at the first, And your counselors as at the beginning; 

After that you will be called the city of righteousness, A faithful city. (Isa. 1:24-26 NASB) 

Here, as in verse 4, we have a word that one would rather not see in God’s opening 

address to His people. “Ah” is akin to Alas or Woe. It is an exclamation point at the beginning of 

a sentence to that which follows. As “John Gill’s Exposition of the Bible” says, “Ah! which is a 

particle, either expressive of grief at their wretched and miserable condition, or of indignation at 

their provoking sins and transgressions.” In considering the remainder of verse 24 and verse 25, 

it would seem that “Ah,” in this case, is intended to indicate divine indignation.  

“I will be relieved of My adversaries And avenge Myself on My foes,” puts even greater 

light on how God feels about their provoking sins and transgressions.  In “Sermons Preached 

Upon Several Occasions-Volume 2,” English churchman Robert South (1633–1716) says,  

This we may rest satisfied of, that whensoever God’s hand is upon us, we must either 

yield a voluntary, or be forced to a violent, submission. If our stubbornness is such that 

we will not bend, it is certain that our weakness is also such that we must needs break. 

If God’s message will not win upon Pharaoh, His plagues shall compel him; and 
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therefore, when He sent Moses to him, He put a rod into his hand, as well as a word into 

his mouth. When God fully purposes to afflict a man, he is like a bird in a net, the more 

he strives and flutters, the more he is entangled; for the Supreme Judge of all things is 

resolved to go through with His great work of judgment, and to make all obstinate, 

sturdy sinners know, that He has power to constrain where His goodness will not 

persuade. (South) 

“I will also turn My hand against you, And will smelt away your dross as with lye And will 

remove all your alloy” (Isa.1:25). Notice here that even in God’s displeasure, His proposed 

discipline toward them is not in a vindictive fashion. Much like a surgeon skillfully using his scalpel 

to cut away areas of infected flesh, God says His dealings with them, although severe, will be 

healing and restorative. Hosea 6:1 tells us, “Come, let us return to the Lord. For He has torn us, 

but He will heal us; He has wounded us, but He will bandage us.” 

We notice first the cutting away of that which is rotten and then the restoration of order 

and Godly influence in the nation. “Then I will restore your judges as at the first, And your 

counselors as at the beginning; After that you will be called the city of righteousness, A faithful 

city” (Isa. 1:26). The phrases “at the first” and “at the beginning” refer to when God’s rule was 

administered by appointed judges over Israel. Israel finally rebelled and demanded a king like 

other nations. We can assume from this that God wants to restore righteous judges and 

competent counselors, as Israel had a long history of judges and kings that were both good and 

bad. The main point here is that God desires to be their King, regardless of who might lead, judge, 

and counsel them in a temporal sense. In this, Jerusalem would once again be called the 
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Righteous and Faithful City. The means and end are also restated in verse 27: “Zion will be 

redeemed with justice And her repentant ones with righteousness” (Isa. 1:27). 

In our modern quagmire of misunderstanding God’s nature, the word judgment is 

sidelined in favor of rampant universalism and the “doctrine” of tolerance. In writing about 

judgment in his book “From Grace to Grace: The Transforming Power of Holiness,” Professor 

Mark R. Quanstrom says, 

Regardless of our ability to appreciate fully the implications of God’s wrath—which 

results in judgment—the testimony of the Scripture and the tradition of the Christian 

faith is clear: the destiny of each person is determined by the judgment of Christ. In light 

of this clear testimony, a prerequisite to renewing the call to holiness comes through a 

renewed understanding of the character of God, who is holy love, and who is, therefore, 

wholly hostile to evil, and who must and will hold people accountable. More specifically, 

if there is an anemic holiness movement today, it might be due partly to anemic 

understanding of the holy character of God, whose love demands that he hate sin and 

must destroy it. (Quanstrom) 

As we move on, let us look at the relationship of verse 27 with that of verse 28: “But 

transgressors and sinners will be crushed together, And those who forsake the LORD will come 

to an end” (Isa 1:28). “The Preachers Complete Homiletical Commentary” has this to say 

regarding the relationship of these verses.  

These verses are closely and vitally connected: it is a mistake to separate them, as in the 

Authorised Version. Their meaning would be conveyed to the English reader, if they 

were translated—‘Zion shall be redeemed with judgment, and her converts with 
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righteousness; and thereby also the transgressors and sinners shall be destroyed, yea 

they that forsake the Lord shall be consumed.’ By judgment is meant the doom which in 

the preceding verses had been threatened against guilty Jerusalem (e.g., Isa_1:18): this 

‘judgment’ would be a manifestation of God’s punitive righteousness, and the 

declaration is that the infliction of this ‘judgment’ would have a twofold effect—it would 

redeem Zion and her converts, and it would destroy the transgressors and sinners.” We 

sometimes fail to realize that judgment exposes the good while abolishing the bad. It is 

the removing of the dross that exposes the metal. (Exell) 

And they that forsake the Lord shall be consumed, “Surely you will be ashamed of the 

oaks which you have desired, And you will be embarrassed at the gardens which you have chosen.   

For you will be like an oak whose leaf fades away Or as a garden that has no water” (Isa 1:29-30). 

Again “The Preachers Complete Homiletical Commentary” sheds useful light on these verses.  

In modern days, when men ‘forsake the Lord,’ they become simply irreligious—practical 

atheists; but in ancient times such men became idolaters, they became worshippers of 

idols set up under the ‘oaks’ planted on the hilltops, or in gardens. It is almost 

impossible for us to understand the fascination of idol-worship, but it was very 

powerful, and the idols were made objects of passionate trust. They were regarded as 

the strength of those who served them. Trusting in their protection their votaries went 

forth confidently to battle. Defeat did not dispel this delusion; it was interpreted to 

mean merely that the god of the victors was mightier than the god of the vanquished. 

To men glorying in their false deities, and confiding in their protection, the prophet 

predicts utter destruction. You shall be consumed, he says; the day is at hand when ye 
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shall be caused to blush for your gods; you yourselves shall be withered oaks, and 

gardens without water; yea, your idols, and ye who have made them, for they are but 

things, the work of your hands, shall be burned together in unquenchable fire. The 

theme of these verses is therefore the doom of the apostates, and of the objects of their 

trust. (Exell) 

Although we certainly see great practical atheism in our day, out and out idolatry in 

humanity is currently evident and has been evident from the beginning of man. Paul wrote 

about it more than 2000 years ago.  

For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they 

became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  Professing to 

be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an 

image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling 

creatures. Therefore God gave them over in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, so that 

their bodies would be dishonored among them.  For they exchanged the truth of God 

for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 

forever. Amen. (Rom 1:21-25).  

As blogger Gene S. Whitehead says, “Idolatry isn’t an Eastern mysticism thing and it’s 

not a Western consumerism thing. It’s a human thing and regardless of whether or not we 

physically bow down before a statue, we all have idols in our lives. It’s anything that becomes 

more important than God and we all have something at sometime that does it.” (Whitehead) 

“The strong man will become tinder, His work also a spark. Thus they shall both burn 

together And there will be none to quench them” (Isa 1:31). So the sinner along with the sin he 
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so trusted in will be destroyed together. Some will not recognize their sin and therefore see no 

need for repentance. Many in this generation have come to that point, and sadly many at the 

words of a false prophet in sheep’s clothing. Our pulpits are full of those who peddle the wares 

of cheap grace. Dietrich Bonheoffer famously said, “Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on 

ourselves. Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism 

without church discipline, Communion without confession. Cheap grace is grace without 

discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.” 

(Bonhoeffer) 

Isaiah 5:13 says, “Therefore My people go into exile for their lack of knowledge; and 

their honorable men are famished, and their multitude is parched with thirst.” Footnotes for 

this verse in the NASB renders the literal translation of “and their honorable men are famished” 

as “their glory are men of famine.” Imagine a captive people and so decimated that their glory, 

the thing they might boast about, are no longer men of honor and renown, but men of famine. 

Furthermore, the people fare no better, parched with thirst. Does this not suggest that because 

their honored leaders did little to provide knowledge, they became a famine to the people, and 

both the leaders and people suffered for it?  

The church in our day is on the brink. She will either be taken captive by the false 

teachers of our day or avail herself of the bread of life and living waters that Jesus provides by 

His word and Spirit. There is hope for the church. However, she must wake up, recognize the 

times, and act accordingly. Ephesians 5:15-17 says, “Therefore be careful how you walk, not as 

unwise men but as wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil. So then do 

not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” 
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Henry Blackaby, in his classic work “Holiness,” says, 

God is calling His people to return to Him and be a highway of holiness over which He 

can come to the lost world. But before we can become a highway of holiness, we must 

understand the issues of sin. In order to understand sin, we must see our sin from 

God’sperspective. We must build our relationship with God in such a way that our lives 

can be a highway over which God reaches the rest of our nation in a great revival among 

God’s people, and in a sweeping spiritual awakening in the hearts and lives of those who 

do not know Him. 

There is an urgency that we carry within us. This urgency has at least two major 

directions. If I understand the Scriptures correctly, God will judge any nation that 

neglects His direction. It may very well be that we are under the judgment of God 

(Blackaby) 

The whole of Isaiah 35 offers hope to those who walk in holiness and is an excellent 

ending to our discussion in these last two essays. 

The wilderness and the desert will be glad, And the Arabah will rejoice and blossom; Like 

the crocus  It will blossom profusely And rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy. The 

glory of Lebanon will be given to it, The majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They will see the 

glory of the LORD, The majesty of our God. Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen 

the feeble.  Say to those with anxious heart, “Take courage, fear not. Behold, your God 

will come with vengeance; The recompense of God will come, But He will save you.”   

Then the eyes of the blind will be opened And the ears of the deaf will be unstopped.   



Foundations In Functional Holiness | Bowman 

10 

 

Then the lame will leap like a deer, And the tongue of the mute will shout for joy. For 

waters will break forth in the wilderness And streams in the Arabah.   

The scorched land will become a pool And the thirsty ground springs of water; In the 

haunt of jackals, its resting place, Grass becomes reeds and rushes.   

A highway will be there, a roadway, And it will be called the Highway of Holiness. The 

unclean will not travel on it, But it will be for him who walks that way, And fools will not 

wander on it.   

No lion will be there, Nor will any vicious beast go up on it; These will not be found 

there. But the redeemed will walk there,  And the ransomed of the LORD will return And 

come with joyful shouting to Zion, With everlasting joy upon their heads. They will find 

gladness and joy, And sorrow and sighing will flee away.   
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