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By Rev. Dr. J. Patrick Bowman

It is safe to say that any
treatment of revival will cover
some points adequately and
miss many others completely.
That being said, I seek to take
a reasonably narrow swatch in
my cutting of the subject. In
choosing 2 Chronicles 29 as a
text for revival and Hezekiah
as an example of one ushering
in revival, I know much that
could be said on the subject
won’t be. But I also believe the
revival pattern revealed in
this series of  essays is rich
enough to give the hungry

  reader a satisfying meal. 
There are many scriptural texts
with fine examples of revivals
and revival leaders in the Bible.
The patterns revealed therein
are as varied as those leaders
and events. To call any pattern
exclusive when writing about
the affairs of an omnipresent,
omniscient, omnipotent God is
beyond the scope of my
knowledge and good sense.
But although my swatch is 
 narrow, I wrote with a broad
application in mind. I am
thankful for the writers who 
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narrow, I wrote with a broad application in mind. I am thankful
for the writers who wrote on specific parts of the pattern and left
me a way to present the elements in various voices and contexts. 
The basic outline of the essays comes from sermons I preached
several years ago while teaching a small group of believers. The
messages were well received at the time, and I hope they will be
accepted equally well in this format by a diverse group of readers.
           
Rev Dr. J. Patrick Bowman, DBS
 October 2021



Essay 1

“The most pathetic person in the world is
someone who has sight, but has no vision.” –

Helen Keller

Clear Vision
Communicated
Clearly
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I believe that revival, whether personal or corporate, must be
fueled by vision. But what exactly is vision? If we define
vision from a dictionary 1, the broad scope includes aspects of
natural seeing; the process in which light rays entering the
eye are transformed by the retina into electrical signals
transmitted to the brain via the optic nerve.
The definition continues as something seen in a dream,
trance, or ecstasy. Especially a supernatural appearance that
conveys a revelation, a thought, concept, or object formed by
the imagination or a manifestation to the senses of something
immaterial. The third tier of the definition includes the act or
power of imagination, mode of seeing or conceiving, unusual
discernment or foresight, and direct mystical awareness of
the supernatural, usually in visible form. And only lastly does
the definition of vision mean something seen.
In keeping with the order and direction of the definition after
it moves from the natural mechanics of sight, I believe vision
is not something we first see with the eyes but with the heart. 

[1] Merriam-Webster



And there are many ways vision comes to us. It may come
through voices that one hears. It can come through angelic
visitation or come as words on a page become alive. It can come
by a spoken prophetic word. It can come as a heart response to
the circumstances in which we find ourselves. By these means,
among others, vision impregnates us and grows like a baby in
the womb, hidden away in our depths, safe from the prying
eyes of others. Vision slowly develops with the utmost purpose.
A natural pregnancy cannot be hidden forever. Soon, vision
will begin to manifest on the surface as the process within the
womb of our heart continues to mature the life it holds and
nourishes within.
Many people doubt personal prophetic words spoken over
them or someone else. Therefore they are unsure somebody
can receive vision through the prophetic. False prophets
undoubtedly speak false words. God’s word tells us that (2
Timothy 3, for example). But rather than throwing out the good
with the bad, we should approach prophecy with discernment,
judging rightly by weighing what is said by Holy Spirit
revelation balanced with scriptural standards. 
We read in Proverbs 29:18, “Where there is no vision, the people
perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he” (KJV). I want
to look at two keywords in this verse more closely in examining
how important vision is. The biblical definition of vision
certainly informs Merriam-Webster’s. The Hebrew word in this
verse for vision is châzôn, which means mental sight that
comes from a dream, revelation, or oracle (prophetic in
nature). This Biblical definition is definitely in line with what
we discussed above. The second word is perish. The Hebrew
word is pâra’, which means to loosen, expose, bring to naught.
The NASB renders this word “unrestrained.” The conclusion is 
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that vision can harness, cover, and perpetuate that which
otherwise might be unrestrained (without purpose), exposed
(in the sense of being made vulnerable to harm), or destroyed.
Revival is dependent on vision. Charles Finney, the great 19th
Century revivalist, often spoke of what was needed to bring
revival. He applied these components to both individuals and
the entire body of Christ. His list included, among other things,
prayer, unity, and being filled with the Holy Spirit. It is my
conviction that each component of Finney’s plan must be
birthed in vision. The child in arms is the outward
manifestation, but the unseen process is the catalyst behind
the child. A Japanese proverb says, “Vision without action is a
daydream. Action with without Vision is a nightmare.” In other
words, vision calls for action, but action calls for vision. We
must have both.
Moves of the Holy Spirit resulting from vision do not happen in
a vacuum. They occur when an idea birthed in one person is
communicated clearly to many people and shared repeatedly.
The casting or communication of vision is foundational to
revival. But the right cast of players to carry out the script is
equally essential. Let me illustrate my point with a personal
story.
Several years ago, I pulled out a jigsaw puzzle from a cabinet I
was rooting through. I am not especially fond of jigsaw puzzles,
but I felt the Holy Spirit’s nudging to set it out on our kitchen
table. The puzzle in question portrayed a beautiful mission-
style church somewhere in Arizona. As I separated the pieces
and spread them out, I went for the easy border pieces first. I
spent several hours looking, moving, and trying to join
together pieces that looked like they fit correctly with one
another. I thought I had it, but the border was lopsided. 
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I searched and found two more border pieces I had missed but
could not see where they went. In going over the perimeter
again, I saw where I had put two pieces together but realized
that it was not a perfect match, although it was close. So I
pulled the mismatched pieces apart, inserted the correct
replacements, and all was well. Without the border pieces (cast
of leading players) set in the proper order, nothing else in the
puzzle (the complete vision) would have come together
correctly. Paul echoes this same idea in 1 Corinthians chapter
12.

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there
are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. There are
varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all
persons. But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good. For to one is given the word of wisdom
through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge
according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same
Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to
another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and
to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various
kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.
But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing
to each one individually just as He wills. For just as the body is
one and yet has many parts, and all the parts of the body,
though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. For by
one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or
Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink
of one Spirit. For the body is not one part, but many. If the foot
says, “Because I am not a hand, I am not a part of the body,” it is
not for this reason any less a part of the body. And if the ear 
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says, “Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,” it is
not for this reason any less a part of the body. If the whole body
were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole body
were hearing, where would the sense of smell be? But now God
has arranged the parts, each one of them in the body, just as He
desired. If they were all one part, where would the body be?
But now there are many parts, but one body. And the eye
cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; or again, the
head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary, it is
much truer that the parts of the body which seem to be weaker
are necessary; and those parts of the body which we consider
less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor, and our less
presentable parts become much more presentable, whereas
our more presentable parts have no need of it. But God has so
composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that part
which lacked, so that there may be no division in the body, but
that the parts may have the same care for one another. And if
one part of the body suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if a part
is honored, all the parts rejoice with it. Now you are Christ’s
body, and individually parts of it. And God has appointed in
the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, and
various kinds of tongues. All are not apostles, are they? All are
not prophets, are they? All are not teachers, are they? All are
not workers of miracles, are they? All do not have gifts of
healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All
do not interpret, do they? But earnestly desire the greater gifts.
And yet, I am going to show you a far better way.
(1 Corinthians 12:4-31 NASB)
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The outward manifestation of an inward vision occurs when
each piece is in its proper place. When each actor is in their
proper role and each member functions in their purpose,
things emerge fantastically. 
When we look at the revival and reformation movements of the
past 500 years, we usually know the names of the vision
bearers who became vision casters. Their names are etched in
both church and social history. These players represent the
border of my puzzle. They are the initial players (vision
bearers) that formed the framework God’s subsequent works
would be framed by in their manifestation. But what about
those pieces that helped perpetuate the larger story in
supportive roles? As Paul says, it takes all the details to create
the complete picture. A television show, movie, play, and yes,
even a vision must have the correct cast. Not everyone can play
the lead, but the supporting roles are vital in portraying the
whole story. When viewing a dramatic presentation, have you
ever said to yourself, “They were the perfect actor for that
part?”
Many lesser-known supporting cast members played
significant roles in church history. Without his cousin,
Olivetan, and the French reformer Lefevre D’Etaples, where
would Calvin have been? Without his wife Katharina von Bora
and close confidant Philipp Melanchthon, where would Luther
have been? Without his brother Charles and contemporary
George Whitefield, where would John Wesley have been?
Where would Charles Finney have been without his former
pastor, George W. Gale, and abolitionist Theodore D. Weld?
Although not as famous as those they supported, these lesser
players were fundamental in carrying out the vision.
I could talk about the supporting casts surrounding William 
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Seymour, Aimee Semple McPherson, Kathryn Kuhlman, Oral
Roberts, A.A. Allen, and Billy Graham, and the vision of
countless others in the contemporary work of the Holy Spirit
around the world. 
God has a perfect part for every member of the body of Christ. I
believe it is the responsibility of pregnant visionaries to birth
the vision and communicate the image well, under the Holy
Spirit’s guidance. When a child is born, it is not enough to say,
“It’s a boy” or “It’s a girl.” No! People want to know the details.
There are many examples in the Bible of leadership with good
communication skills. But for this particular study of a pattern
for revival, I want to look at King Hezekiah in 2 Chronicles 29.
A little background here is needed to set the stage before we
move on. Hezekiah’s father, Ahaz, was king of Judah 16 years
before Hezekiah took the throne. We need only read the first
five verses of 2 Chronicles 28 to see what kind of king Ahaz was:

Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king, and he
reigned in Jerusalem for sixteen years. He did not do what was
right in the sight of the LORD as his father David had done. But
he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel; he also made cast
metal images for the Baals. Furthermore, he burned incense in
the Valley of Ben-hinnom, and burned his sons in fire,
according to the abominations of the nations whom the LORD
had driven out from the sons of Israel. He sacrificed and
burned incense on the high places, on the hills, and under
every green tree. Therefore the LORD his God handed him over
to the king of Aram; and they defeated him and carried from
him a great number of captives, and brought them to
Damascus. And he was also handed over to the king of Israel,
who struck him with heavy casualties. (2 Chronicles 28:1-5) 
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In verse 19, it says, “For the LORD had humbled Judah
because of Ahaz king of Israel, for he had brought about a
lack of restraint in Judah and was very unfaithful to the
LORD. ” At one point, Ahaz decides to worship the gods of the
Syrians since it seemed they had helped Syria defeat him. So
we read in verses 24-27 the folly and end of Ahaz:

Moreover, when Ahaz gathered together the utensils of the
house of God, he cut the utensils of the house of God in
pieces; and he closed the doors of the house of the LORD,
and made altars for himself in every corner of Jerusalem. In
every city of Judah he made high places to burn incense to
other gods, and provoked the LORD, the God of his fathers,
to anger. Now the rest of his acts and all his ways, from the
first to the last, behold, they are written in the Book of the
Kings of Judah and Israel. So Ahaz lay down with his fathers,
and they buried him in the city, in Jerusalem, for they did
not bring him to the tombs of the kings of Israel; and his son
Hezekiah reigned in his place.
(2 Chronicles 28:24-27 NASB)

So we see that Hezekiah was coming into an extraordinary
situation when he assumed the throne of Judah. And if we do
the math, it would seem that Ahaz must have been only
eleven years old when he fathered Hezekiah. His preteen age
may be so, but we can also approach it differently. Ancient
writers figured years as any point within a year. And also,
they sometimes omitted the counting of incomplete years in
a king’s reign. One good guess is that Ahaz was probably
closer to 14 when he fathered Hezekiah.
As we move into chapter 29, verse 1, we are given the name



http://lateharvestwesleyan.org LATEHARVEST
BOOKS

of Hezekiah’s mother, Abijah. Since it is pretty evident Ahaz
would not have been a godly influence in Hezekiah’s life; we
can bet that Abijah was such an influence. We read Abijah is
Zechariah’s daughter, perhaps the faithful prophet to King
Uzziah, three reigns before his. If so, this accounts for a godly
heritage passed to her son, with help from others. During
Hezekiah’s entire lifetime, Isaiah fulfilled his ministry in
Jerusalem, and tradition has it that Isaiah was Hezekiah’s
tutor and most likely a respected counselor. As we read of
Hezekiah in verse 2: “And he did that which was right in the
sight of the LORD, according to all that David his father had
done.” The reference to King David as Hezekiah’s father
reflects that he was in David’s lineage. Matthew 1 includes
his name in the genealogy of Jesus Christ. 
Now, returning to vision, Theodore Hesburgh (1917-2015),
the noted American Catholic priest who was president of
Notre Dame for 35 years, said, “The very essence of
leadership is that you have a vision. It’s got to be a vision you
articulate clearly and forcefully on every occasion. You can’t
blow an uncertain trumpet.”2 We see the initial sounding of
Hezekiah’s vision in 2 Chronicles 29:3: “He in the first year of
his reign, in the first month, opened the doors of the house
of the LORD, and repaired them.” Why was this repair
needed? As we read above, Ahaz had stripped all the gold
from the temple doors and plundered the palace to bribe the
King of Assyria to help him. Hezekiah’s first duty as the king
was to open and repair the doors of the temple. There are
several things to consider in Hezekiah’s actions; he acted
immediately and with the right priorities. Hezekiah
immediately gave his nation a prophetic object lesson to 

[2] http://positivetrajectory.com/the-very-essence-of-leadership/
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show his heart before saying a word to them. He understood
that communicating vision can come through several means. 
Moving through this pattern for revival we will see that
Hezekiah understood what Steve Coats, principal team
member at International Leadership Associates, echoes in an
article titled “Communicate As A Leader: Getting Everyone
Enlisted In The Vision.”

How do the really effective leaders communicate with their
followers? The answer is “very well!” If only it were that
simple.
Truly communicating as a leader is a much different matter
than merely giving a speech or sending a management edict.
It is one thing to tell people what to do and how to do it. It is
quite another to inspire them to want to do the things that
are necessary for the life of the enterprise. If there is one
characteristic that most differentiates effective leaders from
the rest of the pack, it is the vision of the future that they
provide to the members of the organization. Although
creating an uplifting and inspiring vision is difficult enough,
it is not where most would be leaders fail. They fail in
communicating the vision in a way that continues to enlist
the dedicated, emotional commitment of the people
throughout the ranks.3

Hezekiah, because he became the “gatekeeper” to God’s
house, is a type and shadow of the prophet. Keep that in
mind as you read through the rest of this series of essays.
Prophets spiritually stand at the doors of God’s house, 

[3] https://i-lead.com/ila-articles/communicate-as-a-leader-getting-everyone-enlisted-in-
the-vision/
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watching the comings and goings. Their interest is not
confined to just the front door; they tend what might be
sneaking in the back, as well. They open doors when called by
God to do so and close doors when required to do so.
Remember that at Elijah’s words, the heavens were shut of rain
over Israel, and at Elijah’s words, the heavens were opened
again.
Even though Hezekiah’s initial communication of vision was
mostly non-verbal, words are essential, too. In an article titled
“Six leadership Traits of Sir Winston Churchill,” Eduardo Lim
reminds us how important verbal communication is in
conveying a clear vision:



Essay 2

“Good order is the foundation of all good things.”
--Edmund Burke (1729-1797), English statesman

If vision is the first piece in a revival pattern, order comes in
at a close second. Remember our working definition of vision:
it can harness, cover, and perpetuate that which otherwise
might be unrestrained (without purpose), exposed (in the
sense of being made vulnerable to harm), or destroyed.
Revival is dependent on order, not in a restraining way but in
a directing way. Each piece is in its proper place, each actor in
their proper role, and each member functioning as they
should. Paul said it this way in 1 Corinthians 14:40, “Let all
things be done decently and in order.” 
Prophets, as we have already discussed, seek order in the
Church. As the new prophet/king, Hezekiah recognized not
only the disorder in the physical Temple but also in the
religious leadership in Judah. New Zealander Ron McKenzie
says:

Order in the
House
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The Church needs prophets who can give this clear call to
battle. At present it is losing the battle because it has no
clear goal. We are surrounded by a great babble of voices all
claiming to have the truth and many Christians are tossed
around by every new wave that comes along. A clear
prophetic word is needed to prepare the Church for victory.1

Hezekiah proclaimed a clear message with an unmistakable
sound to bring order to a kingdom unharnessed and in
disarray.

He brought in the priests and the Levites and gathered them
into the public square on the east. Then he said to them,
“Listen to me, you Levites. Consecrate yourselves now, and
consecrate the house of the LORD, the God of your fathers,
and carry the uncleanness out of the holy place. “For our
fathers have been unfaithful and have done evil in the sight
of the LORD our God, and they have abandoned Him and
turned their faces away from the dwelling place of the LORD,
and have turned their backs. “They have also shut the doors
of the porch and extinguished the lamps, and have not
burned incense nor offered burnt offerings in the holy place
to the God of Israel. “Therefore the wrath of the LORD was
against Judah and Jerusalem, and He has made them an
object of terror, of horror, and of hissing, as you see with
your own eyes. “For behold, our fathers have fallen by the
sword, and our sons, our daughters, and our wives are in
captivity because of this.
(2 Chronicles 29:4-9 NASB)

[1]  Mckenzie, Ron. Prophetic Ministry. Kingwatch Books; 1st edition (October 3, 2012)
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We see that Hezekiah, a type of a prophet, first provided a
prophetic object lesson and then called leadership in God’s
house to accountability and service. He calls religious
leadership to clean up their lives and then cleanse the
house. Revivalist and apostolic minister Ryan Johnson said
the following about the messy side of cleaning up in
describing a prophetic dream he had:

I believe God is going to use men and women to come into
congregations with a message, an anointing, a specific
purpose and a direct assignment. When these men and
women release the word that God has birthed within them,
we will see an increase of the demonic on levels we haven’t
yet dealt with. The cockroaches are a type and shadow of a
demonic spirit. It will be the anointing that is within these
men and women that will begin to draw out the cockroaches
(demonic activity) that has been happening in the darkness
of congregations. There will be quick manifestations, but
soon afterward, there will be an increase of the demonic
activity. When the time arrives for the men and women of
God to properly deal with these demons (cockroaches), it
will become very nasty. People will get upset, and there will
be a mess to clean up. However, if there is anything that has
been going on in the darkness, whether it be a pastor,
deacon, elder, member, visitor—it will be revealed. There is a
housecleaning coming to the Church.2

Despite the messy cleanup he knew was ahead, Hezekiah put
forth a call to gather the priests and Levites, the religious
leaders, as a starting point for revival. Under his father’s rule,  

[2] https://www.charismanews.com/culture/82992-cockroaches-will-be-exposed-a-
prophetic-warning-for-church-leaders
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the priests and Levites had been scattered, replaced by the
keepers of the high places Ahaz had erected in every corner of
Jerusalem. Many had found new, secular lives in Jerusalem. They
knew who they were by lineage and calling but could not function
in that capacity. We can imagine a sense of complacency settling
over them and perhaps a complete turning away from the faith by
some, following the way of others in the general population.
Hezekiah did not shy away from calling his own into order and
accountability. His approach to his leaders was clear and direct,
much like a father would instruct his sons. Apostle Jonas Clark
has this to say, in part, on spiritual fatherhood:

Spiritual fathers provide a safe environment to grow. Fathers
train and prepare their sons and daughters for the transition
from adolescence to adulthood. They get you to think. Everyone
gets older, but not everyone matures. Maturity is vital in your life,
and spiritual fathers will put a demand on you to grow. Spiritual
fathers inject a spirit of excellence in their sons and daughters.
Demand is good for you and helps you face personal challenges
that buffet success and achievement. As you submit to their
instruction you will enter new levels of triumph. Expect them to
motivate you to set goals and achieve objectives (2 Timothy 1:6-
7).3

The apostle Paul, who was a spiritual father to many, said to the
Thessalonians, “just as you know how we were exhorting and
encouraging and imploring each one of you as a father would his
own children, so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the
God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory” (1Th 2:11-12).
Hezekiah put an expectation of growth upon his religious leaders.

[3] https://www.jonasclark.com/apostles-are-spiritual-fathers/
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Still, he did so by encouraging them to do what God had called
them to do. He motivated them to set goals and achieve
objectives, both personally and for the Temple’s cleanup.
Outlining that chastening, correction, and instruction are
hallmarks of a good father and that rejection of such fatherly love
carries consequences, the writer to the Hebrews gives insight into
the heart of God as a father:

And you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you
as sons, “MY SON, DO NOT REGARD LIGHTLY THE DISCIPLINE
OF THE LORD, NOR FAINT WHEN YOU ARE PUNISHED BY HIM;
FOR WHOM THE LORD LOVES HE DISCIPLINES, AND HE
PUNISHES EVERY SON WHOM HE ACCEPTS.” It is for discipline
that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is
there whom his father does not discipline? But if you are without
discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are
illegitimate children and not sons. Furthermore, we had earthly
fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not
much more be subject to the Father of spirits, and live? For they
disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He
disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holiness. For
the moment, all discipline seems not to be pleasant, but painful;
yet to those who have been trained by it, afterward it yields the
peaceful fruit of righteousness. (Hebrews 12:5-11 NASB)

Historically, another excellent example of a clear prophetic voice
gathering people with a call to personal spiritual responsibility is
the Prayer Revival of 1857 in New York City, started by Jeremy
Lanphier. Dan Graves, writing for Christianity.com, shares the
story:
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In lower Manhattan, a Dutch Reformed church had been steadily
losing members, largely because of population changes owing to
immigration; they hired the layman Jeremy to reverse the trend
with an active visitation program. Despite his visits, church
members were listless. So he rented the hall on Fulton street and
advertised prayer meetings. He himself enjoyed close fellowship
with the Lord and thought others might, too. Conditions in the
United States got worse; maybe that was a good thing. Sometimes
trouble makes people turn to God. The Bank of Philadelphia
failed. The third week of Jeremy’s program, his prayer meeting
had forty participants and they asked for daily meetings.
On October 10, the stock market crashed. Suddenly people were
flocking to the prayer meetings. Within six months 10,000 people
were gathering daily for prayer in New York City alone.
Other cities experienced a renewed interest in prayer, too. In
Chicago, the Metropolitan Theater was filled every day with 2,000
praying people. In Louisville, several thousand came to the
Masonic Temple for prayer each morning. 2,000 assembled for
daily prayer in Cleveland, and St. Louis churches were filled for
months at a time. In many places tents were set up for prayer. The
newly formed YMCA also played an important role in holding
prayer meetings and spreading the revival throughout the
country.4

We can see similarities between the conditions Hezekiah faced
and Lanphier experienced. Notice in both cases a lack of zeal in
the Church and society at large. A crisis is another common
element of the two stories. But the most striking similarity is that
both Hezekiah and Lanphier were men with a clear vision for
reform. They communicated it clearly and called specific leaders 

[1] https://www.christianity.com/church/church-history/timeline/1801-1900/jeremy-
lanphier-led-prayer-revival-11630507.html
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(religious and business leaders, respectively) to set the vision in
motion. 
Hezekiah also rehearsed before them what devastation turning
away from God brought upon them. There is a compelling story
regarding verse 9, “For behold, our fathers have fallen by the
sword, and our sons, our daughters, and our wives are in captivity
because of this.” At one point, as part of God’s judgment against
them, God allows Israel to route Judah in a great battle. Israel
then carried off the children and wives as spoils of war to
Samaria, their capital at the time. A prophet named Obed met the
returning victors and their spoil at the gates of the city. He told
them God was none too happy with them, either, and convinced
them to return the captives to Judah or face their own
consequences at God’s hand. Hezekiah was calling to mind that
awful time in their history. We would do well to remember the
devastation our collective turn from God has brought about in
our country. Abortion, homosexual union, and God-denying
ideologies have become the norm in our society.
Hezekiah’s call to the priests and Levites was not only to gather
but sanctify themselves. Certainly, sanctification is the capability
of the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives. Still, it takes our cooperation
with Him to see the most benefit on this side of heaven. Our
cooperation is not works-righteousness but rather obedience.
Obedience to the prophetic call to gather and sanctify opens the
door to blessing. When my wife is doing spring house cleaning,
everything not nailed to the floor gets cleaned. During this
process, stuff fills up our small living room as things get sorted,
cleaned, moved around, and then put back in order. During the
process, it looks messy, but the result makes the house sparkling
clean. In watching her in action, the Holy Spirit gave me a profile
of the prophet’s ministry in the body of Christ. Prophets are 
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church cleaners, and the cleaning doesn’t wait until Spring. The
cleaning gets done when the house needs it! In Hezekiah’s mind,
it was the time for cleaning, both in the hearts of the leadership
and in the physical House of God.
Prophets make more than their fair share of people angry
because of their boldness for holy living. They are no respecter of
persons when they call for the people of God to walk pure and
clean. They desire God’s people not just to seek God for His
blessing but be a blessing back to the Lord. No one enjoys doing
the hard work among the people of God, and prophets are no
exception. But they willingly speak and do as the Holy Spirit
directs them to get the job done.
Prophets like things done decently and in order. They like the
house of God clean and pure. They inspect areas of clutter,
discerning motives, and the spiritual vision of people. They test
the spiritual quality of the atmosphere among the people of God.
Many times they have open visions of the condition of
individuals, a church, or a nation. Today’s prophets have a calling
similar to what John the Baptist had; to prepare the way for the
coming of the Lord among His people. So John preached and
taught repentance. He targeted church people to put away their
religion and rend their hearts, not their garments, for the coming
of the Lord.
True prophets are more concerned about God’s people repenting
and getting clean than with people in the world. Prophets know
that when God’s people sin, they sin against a more excellent light
than those outside the family of God. In many cases, God’s
judgments on His own people are more severe because of their
call to be an example to the world, rather than being a stumbling
block to it. Prophets hate and despise false teaching among the
people of God and lifestyles of hypocrisy. Hezekiah hated these 
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same traits in his father, Ahaz.
The call to gather and sanctify sometimes comes from God
through the prophet’s voice, but it can also come directly from
heaven itself. Scotch revivalist Duncan Campbell (1898-1972)
asked:

How did they get the people at Pentecost? How did the early
Church get the people? By publicity projects, by bills, by posters,
by parades, by pictures? No! The people were arrested and drawn
together and brought into a vital relationship with God, not by
sounds from men, but by sounds from heaven. We are in need of
more sounds from heaven today. It seems to me that heavenly
sounds are dying out. I am sure you must have noticed that
Pentecost was its own publicity.5

Hezekiah’s call to the priesthood and leaders to gather and clean
up their lives and the Temple of God preceded a call to specific
work to accomplish the vision. In reality, this call to action was a
call to faith, a tangible expression of them hearing and seeing the
vision he set before them and their willingness to carry it out. 
 Hezekiah next laid out both the corporate and personal benefits
that awaited them. A true leader motivates not only by presenting
a plan but by sharing his heart. A true leader draws out others’
worth and looks for ways to see that value manifested in their
lives. The following verses show the magnitude of Hezekiah’s
heart and his fatherly approach to restoring effectiveness.

Now it is in my heart to make a covenant with the LORD God of
Israel, so that His burning anger may turn away from us. “My
sons, do not be negligent now, for the LORD has chosen you to

 

[5] https://evangelicalfocus.com/fresh-breeze/1978/duncan-campbell-oh-for-a-baptism-
of-holiness
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stand before Him, to serve Him, and to be His ministers and burn
incense.” Then the Levites arose: Mahath the son of Amasai and
Joel the son of Azariah, from the sons of the Kohathites; and from
the sons of Merari, Kish the son of Abdi and Azariah the son of
Jehallelel; and from the Gershonites, Joah the son of Zimmah and
Eden the son of Joah; and from the sons of Elizaphan, Shimri and
Jeiel; and from the sons of Asaph, Zechariah and Mattaniah; and
from the sons of Heman, Jehiel and Shimei; and from the sons of
Jeduthun, Shemaiah and Uzziel. They assembled their brothers,
consecrated themselves, and went in to cleanse the house of the
LORD, according to the commandment of the king by the words
of the LORD. (2 Chronicles 29:10-15 NASB)

Hezekiah makes his intentions known and calls the leadership to
clean up their hearts, rid themselves of complacency and sin, and
prepare for their sacred service. I think it is telling here that they
went and found their kinsmen that did not appear at Hezekiah’s
first bidding. Here again, perhaps some were reluctant, some in
rebellion, and some lived in the provinces. But those who initially
responded made an effort to seek out the other sons of Levi and
sons of Aaron. Some of the best encouragement comes from our
peers. 
We see here what happens when vision is caught. Hezekiah
owned the vision, clearly shared the vision, and decisively called
them to action. And the result of leadership obeying the call
brought quick multiplication of the vision as it reached the
masses. As Hezekiah shared with his leadership, now the
leadership communicated with others. And then they got to work.

So the priests went into the inner part of the house of the LORD
to cleanse it, and they brought every unclean thing which they 
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found in the temple of the LORD out to the courtyard of the house
of the LORD. Then the Levites received it to carry out to the
Kidron Valley. Now they began the consecration on the first day
of the first month, and on the eighth day of the month they
entered the porch of the LORD. Then they consecrated the house
of the LORD in eight days, and finished on the sixteenth day of
the first month. (2 Chronicles 29:16-17 NASB)

Notice here that they worked in harmony with one another and
did so in an orderly manner. The apostle Paul would have been
proud of them! The priests cleaned the area it was lawful for them
to enter while the Levites the outside court areas. They now
reported to the King.

Then they went in to King Hezekiah and said, “We have cleansed
the whole house of the LORD, the altar of burnt offering with all
its utensils, and the table of the showbread with all of its utensils.
“Moreover, all the utensils which King Ahaz had discarded during
his reign in his unfaithfulness, we have prepared and
consecrated; and behold, they are before the altar of the LORD.” (2
Chronicles 29:18-19 NASB)

When a prophetic word or vision comes to us, there are areas of
housekeeping we must do in our lives before we can move into
the fullness of what God has spoken. God is a God of order. Be
careful what you let into your environment. Be a gatekeeper in
your own life. Be a prophet over your household. Shut out what
needs to be shut out and open up to what you need to be open to.
Be careful what you hear as well as what you see. Be careful.
Ephesians 5:15-17 says, “So then, be careful how you walk, not as
unwise people but as wise, making the most of your time, because
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 the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand
what the will of the Lord is.” The King James Version renders
careful as "circumspect." It means to carefully survey the whole
situation and consider the consequences a misstep would bring.
There was an evident pride of accomplishment in what the
leaders had done. A healthy pride in a job well done can be an
incredible motivator, spurring us on to other tasks. But as the
priests and Levites cleaned, they were also confronted with and
reminded of the filth of sin. The spiritual atmosphere needed
cleansing, too, not only the dirt, dust, cobwebs, and rubble that
would have naturally accumulated. And I believe that in putting
the house of God in order, they accomplished more than they
realized. Their work in the natural to cleanse God’s house was
reflective of what they had done to sanctify themselves.
In an article for Truth magazine, Bobby Witherington speaks of
order in the house of God. His example is Paul leaving Titus in
Crete, but the principle is the same in our study of Hezekiah.

In view of the close personal ties that existed between Paul and
Titus (2 Cor. 2:13; 7:6; 8:23), one might wonder why Paul would
leave him behind when he (Paul) left Crete. However, from our
text (Tit. 1:5) we learn why Titus was left in Crete — it being to “set
in order the things” that were “lacking.” Apparently certain
important items were not “in order.” The expression “set in order”
is translated from the Greek epidiothoo which, according to
Robertson’s Word Pictures In The New Testament (4:598), was a
compound word, meaning “to set straight (orthoo) thoroughly
(dia) in addition (epi), a clean job of it.” Worded a bit differently,
it meant to do a thorough and clean job of setting things straight.
According to Weust (Word Studies In The Greek New Testament,
Vol. 3), this expression was “used by medical writers of setting 
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a broken limb or straightening crooked ones.” From each of these
definitions it is apparent that the command to “set in order the
things that are lacking” implies that some items were crooked, or
in a state of disorder, and were in need of being straightened out.
God obviously wants order in the Church!
The opposite of “order” is disorder. The very charge to “set in
order the things that are lacking” implies that a failure to so act
will leave the Church in a state of disorder. The implied
“disorder” may (or may not) be evident to men, but rest assured it
will be obvious to God!6

[6] https://www.truthmagazine.com/order-in-the-house-of-god



Essay 3

“The church must be reminded that it is not the
master or the servant of the state, but rather the
conscience of the state. It must be the guide and
the critic of the state, and never its tool. If the
church does not recapture its prophetic zeal, it will
become an irrelevant social club without moral or
spiritual authority.”- Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-
1968)

We next see Hezekiah’s call to civic leaders. “Then King
Hezekiah got up early and assembled the princes of the city,
and went up to the house of the LORD” (2Ch 29:20 NASB). The
house of God is now in order, his first priority. Now the king’s
vision is expanded to the civic authorities and leaders. A call
back to God will only be received well in the civic realm when
church leaders function correctly, and God’s house is in
order. 
The church in our nation has spent considerable time and
energy pointing its finger at government and society without
first judging itself. Those that judge themselves are wise, and
judgment begins in the house of the Lord. This sequence is
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 vital so that divine order flows through God’s heavenly
government to the civic government and the people they
represent. It is not that we take authority away from civic
government, but that religious leaders influence, inform, and
support our civic government.
In an article titled “A Call for Prophetic Leaders,” Sharon Hodde
Miller writes about the common missteps of many Christian
leaders of our day:

Even among leaders who do address hard topics, they tend to
focus on the people “out there” rather than the brokenness within
their own tribe. They rail against the sins of the world but never
turn their gaze to the dysfunctions of their flock. That is not
prophetic work since it only enforces our own self-righteousness,
rather than indicting it. As pastor Jonathan Akin recently put it,
“It takes much more boldness to call out the sins of the choir than
it does to call out the sins of the culture.”
When I look at the world around us, I am convinced we need
prophetic voices now as much as ever, because the Christian
identity has come to mean something sentimental and
comfortable, rather than radical and sacrificial. Too often, our
messages sound like Christian versions of secular self-help,
which might make us, feel good but will not motivate us toward
true acts of courage. Affirmation is great, but it does not rebuke
our idols.
That’s why we need prophetic voices, unbound by the worship of
likeability, and committed to the integrity of the church. We need
leaders who search themselves, and their people, and name the
problems within, rather than focus on the problems of others.
That does not mean we should be judgmental or harsh, but it
does mean we cannot serve God and people-please. If we, as the 
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people of God, want to be known as the people of God, then we
need the correction of prophetic voices.1

Notice in the following verses that it was the city’s leaders that
brought the animals for sacrifice. Because a clear vision was
communicated clearly and the ordering of God’s house complete,
the civic leaders were willing to buy into their prophet king’s
vision without reservation.

They brought seven bulls, seven rams, seven lambs, and seven
male goats as a sin offering for the kingdom, the sanctuary, and
Judah. And he ordered the priests, the sons of Aaron, to offer
them on the altar of the LORD. So they slaughtered the bulls, and
the priests took the blood and sprinkled it on the altar. They also
slaughtered the rams and sprinkled the blood on the altar; they
slaughtered the lambs as well, and sprinkled the blood on the
altar. Then they brought the male goats of the sin offering before
the king and the assembly, and they laid their hands on them.
The priests slaughtered them and purified the altar with their
blood to atone for all Israel, because the king ordered the burnt
offering and the sin offering for all Israel. 
(2 Chronicles 29:21-24)

It is important to note that the passage above documents the
cooperation between religious leaders and civic leaders to better
society. The church being a good example means addressing
social problems that hinder the Gospel’s proclamation. Through
involvement in the civic structures it seeks to influence, the
church improves the general population’s quality of life. In an 

[1] Miller, Sharon Hodde. A Call for Prophetic leaders. n.d. 29 October 2020.
<https://www.propelwomen.org/content/a-call-for-prophetic-leaders/gjeb5p>.
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article titled “Influencing Government for Good,” Wayne Grudem
points out that the church acting as a social and governmental
influence is seen throughout the Bible.

Clearly, examples of godly believers’ influence on governments
are not minor or confined to obscure portions of the Bible, but
are found in Old Testament history from Genesis all the way to
Esther (the last historical book), in the canonical writing
prophets from Isaiah to Zephaniah, and in the New Testament in
both the Gospels and Acts. And those are just the examples of
God’s servants bringing “significant influence” to pagan kings
who gave no allegiance to the God of Israel or to Jesus in the New
Testament times. If we add to this list the many stories of Old
Testament prophets bringing counsel and encouragement and
rebuke to the good and evil kings of Israel as well, then we would
include the histories of all the kings and the writings of all the
prophets—nearly every book of the Old Testament. And we could
add in several passages from Psalms and Proverbs that speak of
good and evil rulers. Influencing government for good on the
basis of the wisdom found in God’s own words is a theme that
runs through the entire Bible.2

Historically, we only need to look to the Protestant Reformation
and later to the Wesleyan revival to see how society is influenced
by vision, proclamation, and order in the church. Wesley struck
the right balance between Christian proclamation and Christian
service, as Irish Methodist scholar Dr. John McMaster outlined in
a 2002 paper titled, “Wesley On Social Holiness.” 

[2] Grudem, Wayne. Influencing Government for Good. 14 October 2015. 29 October
2020. <https://www.christianunion.org/publications-media/christian-union-the-
magazine/past-issues/summer-2015/975-influencing-government-for-good>.
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Wesley’s own regular practice was to go to the poor and often
these ‘common wretches’ found a sense of self worth. Wesley’s
opposition to the widespread use of liquor was not, as often
thought, moralistic, but economic. Half of the wheat produced in
Britain was going to the distilling industry which made wheat
expensive and in turn made bread expensive and beyond the
means of the very poor. Wesley was in reality attacking inflation.
Expensive meat was caused by gentlemen farmers finding it more
profitable to breed horses for export to France and to meet the
increasing demand for horse carriages. Pork, poultry and eggs
were so expensive because owners of large estates were earning
more from cash crops than from leasing land to small tenant
farmers. In response to these economic problems, Wesley called
for Government intervention, increased employment
opportunities, a prohibition on the distilling of hard liquor, a
reduction in the demand for horses as an additional tax of
gentlemen’s carriages and a tax of £10 on every horse exported to
France. Wesley also advocated the discharge of half the national
debt.3

A great example of social involvement in the 20th Century was
the ministry of Aimee Semple McPherson in Los Angeles. “Sister
Aimee,” as she was known, had an excellent vision for the church
but an equally arresting idea for helping the needy in her city in
the 1920s and 30s. As Roberts Liardon writes in an article about
McPherson: 

Aimee Semple McPherson did not hold back when it came to her
passion for revealing God’s glory and majesty. She believed a

[3]McMaster, John. “Wesley on Social Holiness.” 2002. 29 October 2020.
<https://www.methodist.org.uk/downloads/wc_Eur_John_Mcmaster_Wesley_on_Social_Hol
iness.pdf>.
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great God would help her do great things-and He did. She broke
the mold when it came to evangelism and accomplished more in
her short lifetime than almost any other evangelist in the early
twentieth Century. God chose this unusual vessel to leave His
mark on modern culture in unprecedented ways; from building
the largest church auditorium of her day to launching an
international radio station to creating a world renowned Bible
school to founding a dynamic global denomination. Her legacy is
still felt through the massive social services provided through
Angeles Temple and its affiliate, The Dream Center-housing,
feeding, and training thousands of homeless and needy daily
(www.angelestemple.com). A Christian of strong purpose and far-
reaching vision, God used this stylish woman to accomplish what
no man had yet been able to do in ministry. Not only was she one
of the first internationally renowned female Pentecostal
evangelists, but she was also the mastermind behind one of the
largest and most successful churches of her day.4

When the church gets it right, the city, state, and country will
respond. How often does a religious leader receive the city’s key
from the mayor of a major U.S. city? Aimee Semple McPherson
did just that, but, as Liardon continues, just look at how much
Sister Aimee’s organization did for L.A.’s social needs at that time.
She used what she had to alleviate the suffering of millions.

All of these ministries were in place so that when the economic
collapse of 1933 debilitated America, Angeles Temple, with the  

[1] Liardon, Roberts. Beauty, Courage, and Vision: How Aimee Semple McPherson
Changed the Face of a Nation. n.d. 29 October 2020.
<https://www.identitynetwork.net/apps/articles/default.asp?
articleid=38682&columnid=2093>.
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help of KFSG, was in a position to meet the needs of a nation in its
most desperate hour. Angelus Temple provided meals, clothing,
medical care, and other services to an estimated 1.5 million needy
people. Aimee’s soup kitchen reportedly fed some 80,000 people
in its first month of operation. The clothing, blankets, free
medical clinic, and homeless shelter all came about through the
fundraising broadcasts of KFSG.5

In his article “Politics: Why Christians Must Be Involved,” Richard
Doster explains how Christians can be agents of change and why
that is essential: 

God cares about our spiritual lives, but He also cares about food,
water, jobs, and housing. When God commands us to love our
neighbors, He means to love them holistically. That means we’ll
care about laws that protect preborn children. We’ll care about
policies that defend marriages and families. If we love our
neighbors, we’ll naturally be concerned about the corrupting
moral influences that creep into public schools.
The church isn’t the kingdom of God, says writer and Prison
Fellowship Ministries founder Charles Colson (1931-2012), but by
expressing concern for these issues Christians reflect the love,
justice, and righteousness of God’s kingdom. In Colson’s view, the
church becomes a compelling presence when Christians — in
their homes, neighborhoods, and workplaces — exhibit a vision
that “holds the world accountable to something beyond itself.”
Christians understand human nature for what it really is, Colson
says, and that perspective affects the civic conversation.
According to Colson, human politics is based on the premise that
society must be changed in order to change people, but 

[5] ibid
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Christians understand that it’s the other way around: People
must be changed in order to change society.
As they enter the public square, God’s people recognize the
authority of Christ’s kingdom, they bring its ethical standards
into the stream of history, and — through them — Christ’s
kingdom breaks the “vicious and otherwise irreversible cycles of
violence, injustice, and self-interest.” As God’s people engage in
debate — as they create, shape, and lead public policy — it’s
evident that Christ’s kingdom has, in Augustine’s words,
equipped them to be the best citizens in the kingdoms of man.6

A more recent example of civic involvement comes from Fresno,
California. In a 2015 article titled “The Church as Civil Stewart,”
The Center for Community Transformation at Fresno Pacific
University shared how Jesus modeled Christian responsibilities
in society.

Jesus’ relationships with tax collectors, soldiers, rich rulers and
the like are demonstrations of Christian’s call to civic
stewardship. Jesus invited Levi, a tax collector “with the usual
reputation for cheating” (Luke 5: 27b TLB) to follow Him. Levi’s
affirmative response was swift and joyful. Following the
invitation Levi threw a banquet in honor of the Lord and asked
other tax collectors and notorious sinners to be his guests (Luke
5:27-29). This relationship aroused frustration and anger in the
religious leaders. They accused Jesus of eating with the
undesirables of society. Jesus informed them that His mission on
earth was to call sinners, not the righteous, to repentance (Luke
5:30-32). Jesus’ demonstration of  unconditional love changed 

[6]Doster, Richard. Politics: Why Christians Must Be Involved. 4 November 2014. 29
October 2020. <https://byfaithonline.com/politics-why-christians-must-be-involved-2/>.
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Levi’s life for good and enabled him to accept Jesus’ invitation to
follow Him. It opened the door for the transformation of others
and is a reminder of the civic responsibilities of Christians.7

TCCT shared how they have put civic stewardship to work in
their local community: 

Recently, the ministry and other Fresno faith-based
organizations, have partnered with the City of Fresno with what
many see as a win-win situation. With the recent financial crisis
in the country, the city had to cut back programs and services and
even close the doors of some of its parks and community centers.
As a result, the city has established relationships with faith based
and other community benefit organizations to provide non-
religious programs and services during normal service hours. The
city then allows them to use the parks and community centers for
religious programs and activities when the community centers
are closed.
Our partnership came about because we developed relationships
through the years with our district’s council members. The
council member for our district, the police chief as well as the
mayor and other officials are often invited to our special events.
Annually, we hold block parties with Bringing Broken
Neighborhoods Back to Life – a collaborative with police, faith
based, and community organizations. At the block party we have
publicly and sincerely acknowledged specific school officials, city
officials and law enforcement officers for the good work they have
done in our neighborhood. We pray for them and give them an
opportunity to address the neighborhood and for neighbors to
address them.

[7]Center for Community Transformation. The Church as Civic Steward. 13 April 2015. 29
October 2020. <https://cctfresno.org/church-civic-steward/>.



http://lateharvestwesleyan.org LATEHARVEST
BOOKS

Last year we met with local officials and shared our need for a
facility to provide services to the children and families we
shepherd. As a result our local councilmember arranged for us to
visit several of the closed or underused community centers. In the
end we collaborated with the city to serve at the Lafayette Park
and Community Center. At this location, we partner with Every
Neighborhood Partnership to host the Saturday Sports Program.
We also partner with Fresno State’s Partners in Art program that
is working with the children and youth in the neighborhood to
design and place a mural on the park’s brick wall. In our first six
months there, we have held a Resurrection Egg Hunt, our Grand
Opening, Vacation Bible School, a neighborhood picnic and soon
will hold our annual Block Party. We also hosted a community
meeting with residents and the developers of a retail
establishment proposing to locate in the neighborhood.8

It seems evident from the scriptural record that Hezekiah held his
religious and civic leaders accountable to something beyond
themselves. This good example then sets the stage for an entire
nation turning back to God. This is revival as it should be.

[8] ibid



Essay 4

The church has not yet touched the fringe of the
possibilities of intercessory prayer. Her largest
victories will be witnessed when individual
Christians everywhere come to recognize their
priesthood unto God and day by day give
themselves unto prayer. --John R. Mott (1865-
1955) 

As we already read in 2 Chronicles 29:21-24, when the people
came together to worship, Hezekiah made offerings for the
kingdom, sanctuary, and people. But Hezekiah went even
further. He commanded that the burnt offering and the sin
offering should be made for all Israel. This offering was for
his brothers that at one time had plundered his country and
taken hostages of his people. These were his brothers, now
under Assyrian rule. 
In light of the covenant made through the blood of Jesus, I
believe we can look at these sacrifices in the Old Testament as
types of intercession in the New Testament. Paul says in 1
Timothy 2:1-3, “First of all, then, I urge that requests, prayers,  
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intercession, and thanksgiving be made in behalf of all people,
for kings and all who are in authority, so that we may lead a
tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. This is good
and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior” (NASB).
 Matthew Harmon and Adela Just clarify this point in an article
titled “Your Authority for Intercession.”

One of the most profound New Testament scriptures is found
in 1 Peter: “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim
the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His
marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9, emphasis added).
While all of the things God says we are in this verse are
amazing, when it comes to prayer, there are some significant
implications to the phrase “a royal priesthood.” God Himself
calls His people His priests! Remember, this is not the Old
Testament. This is for today.
If we study the responsibilities of Old Testament Levitical
priests, one of their main duties was to stand before the Lord
and represent the people of Israel, particularly by making
sacrifices for sin. In addition to this, we see prophets (such as
Isaiah or Jeremiah) who “stood in the gap” for the Jewish
nation as well. 
So what does this mean for us? What are the responsibilities
now involved in being part of a ”royal priesthood”?
Intercession—acting or pleading on someone else’s behalf—
plays a key role in fulfilling the duties of our priesthood. The
Lord looks to us to stand in the gap through prayer for others,
watching and praying, being alert to His voice and to the
wounds of the world that need healing by His blood. Just as the
Levitical priests applied the blood sacrifice of animals, we are 



http://lateharvestwesleyan.org LATEHARVEST
BOOKS

privileged to carry the more precious blood of Christ, which
was shed only once for the cleansing of all sin and iniquity.1

Not all intercessors are prophets, but all prophets (including
Hezekiah as a type) are first intercessors. They intercede or
stand in the gap before God for families, governments, the
church, nations, and even their enemies. Intercession, often
associated with a burden to pray, carries an inner impulse to
come before God on behalf of another. And the burden often
turns to travail. 
The role of the Holy Spirit in prayer and revival cannot be
underestimated. Paul, writing to the Romans, said, “Now in the
same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not
know what to pray for as we should, but the Spirit Himself
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words; ” (Rom
8:26). Prophetic teacher and apostolic leader James Gall gives
us insight on travail:

“What is travail?” These prayer approaches have been a “Lost
Art” in the body of Christ, but in the current move of God, old
ways are being made new. Let me try to explain it.
As it is in the natural, so it is in the spiritual. Travail is a form of
intense intercession given by the Holy Spirit whereby an
individual or group is gripped by something that grips God’s
heart. The individual or group labors with Him for an opening
to be created so that the new life can come forth.
The definition of travail from Webster’s New World Dictionary
is simple: “n. 1. very hard work. 2. the pains of childbirth. 3.
intense pain; agony. v. 1. to toil. 2. to suffer the pains of 

[1]Generals International. Your Authority for Intercession. n.d. 29 October 2020.
<https://www.generals.org/blog/your-authority-intercession>.
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childbirth.” I have found this definition describing physical
travail to be correct in the spiritual realm as well.
Travail takes place after you have carried something in your
heart for a period of time, but it comes on you suddenly.
Travail can be associated with the prayer of tears, but does not
require it. It is preceded by nurturing the promise; later the
strategic time comes to push that promise forth through the
prayer canal. Finally you realize that the promise has been
born, and you are greatly relieved when the delivery is over!
The prayer of travail is God desiring to create an “opening” to
bring forth a measure of life or growth. If the “opening” was
already in place, there would not be the need for travail. Just as
the “opening” of the natural womb is enlarged to bring forth
the baby, so travail creates an “opening” or “way,” whereas
before the opening or way was closed. With travail, there is
always a way opened for life, newness, change, or growth.2

In his day under the old covenant, Hezekiah certainly knew
that life, newness, change, and growth came by sacrifice. In our
own day, I wonder if we have a vision for what real revival is
and how the Holy Spirit anoints prayer and fuels God’s work in
His people and in the earth? One writer answered this way:

Revival, real revival, is the heart-cry of Christians all over the
world. Instinctively, we know that God wants to bring revival
into our personal lives, into our families, into our churches,
and into our communities. Yet revival tarries in spite of the
desires of God’s children! The first revival in history occurred
on the day of Pentecost, and scores of people took notice of  

[2] Gall, James. Travail: The Prayer that Brings Birth. 21 January 2005. 29 October
2020. <http://www.elijahlist.com/words/display_word/2791>.



LATEHARVEST
BOOKS

http://lateharvestwesleyan.org

God’s work in the life of His people, and thousands joined
them. Where before there had been timid efforts for God,
and often mistakes were made, as a result of tarrying and
waiting for the descent of the Holy Spirit, in a moment they
became knowledgeable and fearless these early believers
became effective, community-changing, witnesses. Down
through the centuries since, as individuals here and there
have joined others in seeking God, God has graciously
honored their prayers, and taken control of them and their
situations, empowered them to become knowledgeable and
fearless witnesses, and time and again scores of people have
been swept into a more abundant, fruit-filled, relationship
with God as a result of the flood-tide movings of His Holy
Spirit.
 Sadly, in our day, as a result of complacency—we are all
guilty!—lack of knowledge, questions whether God can do it
again, many of us are going on without receiving the
precious gift of the Holy Spirit, and the God-promised
revival that is bound to accompany the Holy Spirit’s descent.
This would be akin to getting into our showers in the
morning, turning on the faucet and not getting any water,
and deciding it was okay to have a shower without water. If
this went on for a few days, we would start smelling pretty
bad and people would avoid us. I say this gently, but I think
many of us Christians are rather “smelly” because of the lack
of seeking and receiving this spiritual refreshing, and the
people in the world around us are finding a “foul” aroma
instead of a sweet one.3

[1] https://4prayertoday.com/revival-prayers/
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If intercessory prayer is one bookend of revival, the other
support is worship. The following verses show that the sacrifice
of worship and the animal sacrifices were needed to cleanse
the kingdom, the sanctuary, and the nation of Ahaz’s folly. And
its form was not chaotic or rash but orderly. Hezekiah
reestablished worship in the House of God according to the
Davidic order established by King David. According to David’s
instruction, most Levites were assigned for the work of the
House of God, assisting in the upkeep of the house and
assisting the priests. Others were gatekeepers, while others
served as judges and officers, yet still others singers and
musicians. 

He then stationed the Levites in the house of the LORD with
cymbals, harps, and lyres, according to the command of David
and of Gad, the king’s seer, and of Nathan the prophet; for the
command was from the LORD through His prophets. The
Levites stood with the musical instruments of David, and the
priests with the trumpets. Then Hezekiah gave the order to
offer the burnt offering on the altar. When the burnt offering
began, the song to the LORD also began with the trumpets,
accompanied by the instruments of David, king of Israel. While
the whole assembly worshiped, the singers also sang and the
trumpets sounded; all this continued until the burnt offering
was finished. Now at the completion of the burnt offerings, the
king and all who were present with him bowed down and
worshiped. Moreover, King Hezekiah and the officials ordered
the Levites to sing praises to the LORD with the words of David
and Asaph the seer. So they sang praises with joy, and bowed
down and worshiped. (2 Chronicles 29:25-30)
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 We see above a prophetic mandate to restore orderly Davidic
worship in the Temple. This worship included singing,
dancing, bowing, standing, lifting of hands, the use of multiple
instruments, times of exuberant joy, and times of quiet
introspection and repentance. Within this freedom of
expression, there was a sense of order and anointed leadership
to direct the people’s worship toward God and Him alone.
There was also a prophetic component. 

Davidic worship was often prophetic.(1 Chronicles 25:1; Psalms
46:10, 50:7, 85:8 ), and the singing of new songs (spontaneous
songs given by inspiration of the Holy Spirit) was encouraged
(Psalms 33:3, 96:1, 149:1). Corporate worship within the
tabernacle focused not only on joyfully lifting up the name of
Yaweh (Psalm 34:3; 57:5), giving thanks (Psalm 30:4; 35:18),
repentance and recommitment (Psalm 26:2; 139:23 ), but also
on inviting the manifest presence of the Most High” (1 Kings
8:11; Chronicles 5:14; Psalms 50:2).5

In our day, we too often see positions in the church filled for
the sake of filling positions. Senior leadership’s responsibility
is to pray for discernment as to what might be a person’s
calling within the body and then train and encourage them
toward that placement. But there is another aspect of equal
importance. A person may have a gift and calling, but until
they develop the  character to carry out that calling effectively,
there should be caution used in placing someone in a position
too quickly. Many churches are eager to cover all their bases at
any cost and miss the blessedness that comes with proper 

[5]Christiansen, Connie Ruth. What is Davidic Worship. n.d. 29 October 2020.
<https://www.sharefaith.com/guide/Christian-Music/praise-and-worship/davidic-
worship.html>.
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 leadership assessment, development, and placement. 
As we continue in 2 Chronicles 29, we see an extraordinary
response of giving by the people:

Then Hezekiah said, “Now that you have consecrated
yourselves to the LORD, come forward and bring sacrifices and
thanksgiving offerings to the house of the LORD.” So the
assembly brought sacrifices and thanksgiving offerings, and
everyone who was willing brought burnt offerings. The
number of the burnt offerings which the assembly brought was
seventy bulls, a hundred rams, and two hundred lambs; all of
these were for a burnt offering to the LORD. The consecrated
offerings were six hundred bulls and three thousand sheep.
But the priests were too few, so that they were unable to skin
all the burnt offerings; therefore their brothers the Levites
helped them until the work was finished and the other priests
had consecrated themselves. For the Levites were more
conscientious to consecrate themselves than the priests. There
were also many burnt offerings with the fat of the peace
offerings and the drink offerings for the burnt offerings. 
(2Ch 29:31-35a)

We might call it an offering but what we see is the sacrifice of
giving. The people were eager to worship before the Lord, not
only with their hearts, not only with their voices but with their
substance. They responded to what Hezekiah’s reforms had
allowed them to receive; Peace with God. How much more
peace we have with God through the blood of Jesus! They gave
in such abundance that the Levites had to pitch in and help for
the lack of priests. This was undoubtedly sacrificial giving, as
the country was at a low ebb after 16 years of Ahaz’s reign. Not
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all gave equally, but all gave something. When revival hits a
person or a church or a nation, sacrificial giving always
increases, even in times of economic struggle. 
Indian pastor Priji Varghese shares about the correlation of
revival with increased giving in his 2014 article “Tithing &
Radical Giving – An Aspect Of Revival Lifestyle.”

Somebody once said that you can know there is a revival in a
church when the offering in the church increases. Well, I don’t
agree with it for the reason that, I have seen people give in
response to a prosperity & blessing sermon purely out of greed
& desire to make more money, like they’d do as an investment
venture.
 But the vice-versa of that is completely true. When there is a
real revival, people genuinely and sacrificially give their
money and resources to their local churches and for the
kingdom of God as a whole. Radical giving is what
characterized the first century church that was born in a
revival, and their giving was not just limited to the ministry
activities or for the ministers. The church back then made sure
that not one person within their community would have unmet
needs. People went to the extent of selling their property and
giving up their luxury to make sure that the needs of others in
the house of God were met.
What is the connection between revival and giving? Why is it
that people give generously during a revival? Jesus said, ”
Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will
also be.” (Matt 6:21) In a true revival, your heart is so connected
to God and realigned to love and worship God that, you are get
disconnected from the material and monetary aspect of human
life. It is our attachment to our possessions that stops us from
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excelling in giving. Revival will always breed a generation of
generous givers. If you have not yet been provoked to give, it is
because you have not been experiencing revival at a personal
or community level.6

The second half of verse 35, together with verse 36, says it all:
“So the service of the house of the LORD was established again.  
Then Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced over what God had
prepared for the people, because the thing came about
suddenly” (2 Ch 29:35a-36). Can you see the similarities
between this suddenly and the suddenly of Acts 2? “When the
day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.
And suddenly a noise like a violent rushing wind came from
heaven, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting”
(Act 2:1-2). Hezekiah had brought the people together, but God
had prepared their hearts. They had embraced the vision and
moved accordingly in unity.

[6] Varghese, Priji. Tithing & Radical Giving – An Aspect Of Revival Lifestyle. 24 June
2014. 29 October 2020. <https://pastorpriji.com/blog/revival-zone/tithing-and-radical-
giving/>.
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